
Inside the Courts 2019
The Great Debate
Elected  Versus Appointed State Court Judges



Election vs. Appointment
A Comparison of Two Systems – Judge Don Myers, Judge Heather Higbee
.



• Member of the Florida Bar for at least 5 
years (10 years for appellate judges)

• Resident of the jurisdiction at the time of 
taking office

• Elector of the State of Florida



Steps to be Elected or Appointed as a State Court Judge

Election
3 Mos. of Door Knocking, Palm Cards,

Initiate Campaign                                           & Sign Waving in Fla. Heat!

Qualifying Deadline Election Day!

Appointment

Submit application to JNC
for vacancy JNC nominates 3-6 applicants

Governor appoints a judge



• Candidates may qualify for an election by petition or by a 
filing fee.  
• For petition, candidates are required to obtain signatures from 

registered voters on the candidate petition form.  The number of 
signatures necessary is equal to 1% of the registered voters in the 
geographical area for the immediately preceding general election.

• The filing fee for 2018 was $5,857.85

Judicial Circuit Total Registration 1%

9 891,073 8,911

18 645,113 6,452
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• Upon notification of a vacancy, the Governor requests the 
Chair of the JNC to convene the JNC for the purpose of 
selecting and submitting names of qualified individuals to the 
Governor for appointment to the bench. 

• The JNC investigates each applicant to confirm eligibility. 
Eligible applicants interview with the JNC, which then 
determines by majority vote which applicants to recommend 
to the Governor for his consideration. 

• The JNC has no more than sixty days from the time it is 
requested to convene to nominate no fewer than three and 
no more than six applicants to the Governor. The Governor 
has sixty days to appoint a judge from among the nominees.





Other Jurisdictions
An Overview of Elections and Appointments across the United States 





The Great Debate
Election vs. Appointment – Which is the Better System?
.



If appointments become the only method of getting to the 
bench, is the voter deprived of anything?



Currently, vacancies and early retirement positions are filled by 
appointment.  Should replacements for those positions be by 
election, instead?



What are the most significant pros and cons in the debate of 
election versus appointment of judges at all levels?



Whether judges are elected or appointed, should they have 
lifetime terms?  



What are the perceived “politics” associated with the election or 
appointment of judges and, with that in mind, which is 
qualitatively “better”?



Should the public have a role in selecting judges?



• Democracy substitutes election by the incompetent 
many for appointment by the corrupt few.

- George Bernard Shaw


